Residential Treatment Assessment Criteria

Please find the criteria that the unit psychiatrist or psychologist must include when formally recommending a child for residential.  

Per 65-E9.008 subsection (4) any referral/recommendation for a child for residential care (both Therapeutic Group care and SIPP) must have a written recommendation from a psychologist or psychiatrist, whose written findings are that:

a) The child has an emotional disturbance as defined in Section 394.492(5), F.S., or a serious emotional disturbance as defined in Section 394.492(6), F.S.;

b) The emotional disturbance or serious emotional disturbance requires treatment in a residential treatment center;

c) All available treatment that is less restrictive than residential treatment has been considered or is unavailable;

d) The treatment provided in the residential treatment center is reasonably likely to resolve the child’s presenting problems as identified by the qualified evaluator;

e) The provider is qualified by staff, program and equipment to give the care and treatment required by the child’s condition, age and cognitive ability;

f) The child is under the age of 18; and

g) The nature, purpose and expected length of the treatment have been explained to the child and the child’s parent or guardian and guardian ad litem

h) If such is the recommendation, please have the unit social worker complete the application packet and submit forms from the chart.  

