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REVISED EXHIBIT V 

Forensic Services Program 
 

The Network Provider will be responsible for ensuring the provision of mental health, substance abuse 
and ancillary services to individuals charged with felony offenses and that have been committed or may 
be at risk of commitment to the Florida Department of Children and Families (“Department”), pursuant 
to chapter 916, F.S. The Network Provider will participate in a comprehensive forensic program that meets 
all requirements of chapter 916, F.S., Forensic Client Services Act, this Forensic Services Program Exhibit, 
Department Guidance 6, Outpatient Forensic Mental Health Services, effective July 1, 2025, herein in 
incorporated by reference, Department Guidance 7, State Mental Health Treatment Facility Admission 
and Discharge Processes,  effective July 1, 2025, herein in incorporated by reference, and any other 
applicable state and/federal rules, regulations, operating procedures established forensic performance 
measures.   

(a) All individuals referred for admission to a short-term residential treatment facility (SRT) by the 
Forensic Specialists must be granted an on-site face-to-face interview with 72 hours of referral. 
The Network Provider must submit written findings and recommendations to the referral source 
and within 48 hours of client interview. The Network Provider must discuss any denial of services 
with the Forensic Team prior to responding to the referral source. The Forensic Team must discuss 
denials of services with the ME’s designated Forensic Coordinator within 72 hours of having 
received the disposition from the denying program. 
 

(b) All individuals referred for admission to a residential treatment facility by the Forensic Specialists 
will be granted an on-site face-to-face interview within a minimum of 72 hours of referral, for 
individuals residing within Miami-Dade, Monroe, or Broward Counties. For individuals who are 
referred for admission and who live outside of the above referenced counties, the Network 
Provider must coordinate the interview date for the client with the Forensic Specialist and if 
necessary, involve the ME’s designated Forensic Coordinator.  The Network Provider must submit 
written findings and recommendations to the referral source within 48 hours of client interview. 
The Forensic Team must discuss any denial of services with the ME’s designated Forensic 
Coordinator within 72 hours of having received the disposition from the denying program. 
 

(c) The network providers’ case manager will coordinate services and provide the court with routine 
progress reports as required by the conditional release order. 
 

(d) The network providers’ case manager will immediately consult the Forensic Specialist regarding 
any apparent conditional release violation. Network Provider staff will be responsible for notifying 
the court and the Forensic Specialist of any conditional release violations via affidavit or sworn 
statement per s. 916.17(2), F.S.  
 
 The Network Provider will not submit violations of conditional release affidavits/reports to the  
court prior to consultation with the Forensic Specialist. The Forensic Team, when appropriate, 
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should discuss proposed violations of conditional release with the ME’s Forensic Coordinator, 
except in cases of physical aggression by the individual in question.  

(e) The Network Provider designee will complete and sign the Agency Agreement to Treat and return 
it to the Forensic Team within 72 hours of having received it.  
 

(f) Diversion- The Network Provider will be responsible for the provision of services and the 
monitoring of individuals charged with felonies in the Miami-Dade and Monroe County Jails who 
are at risk of commitment to the Department of Children and Families, but who may be diverted 
to the community by the Forensic Team. 
 

i. The Network Provider will facilitate and coordinate the provision of mental health 
treatment, competency restoration training, residential care or housing with 
supervision, medical and auxiliary services if appropriate, case management and 
monitoring of individuals who are being diverted from commitment to the Department 
of Children and Families, pursuant to chapter 916, F. S. 
 

ii. The Network Provider will facilitate and support the activities of the Forensic Team by 
providing accommodations for the provision of competency restoration training at the 
network provider’s facility(ies).  
 

iii. The Network Provider will ensure attendance at court hearings, obtain conditional release 
orders, and ensure individuals are monitored in the community in accordance with the 
terms of the conditional release order. 
 

(g) Discharge Planning – The Network Provider will be responsible for ensuring the active 
collaboration with the Forensic Specialists in discharge planning activities for forensic clients at 
state treatment facilities. 
 

i. The Network Provider will, per the request of the Forensic Specialists, participate in 
treatment team, and discharge planning meetings for forensic clients in state treatment 
facilities. 
 

ii. The Network Provider will assist the Forensic Team in the development and submission 
of conditional release plans, discharge plans to state treatment facilities and to the 
committing court. If requested, the Network Provider will attend court hearings in the 
cases of individuals being discharged from state treatment facilities and ensure effective 
linkage to their service continuum. 
 

(h) Conditional Release Monitoring –The Network Provider will ensure that individuals on 
conditional release order in Miami-Dade and Monroe Counties, including individuals transferred 
into the counties from other circuits are monitored.  
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i. The Network Provider will ensure that individuals on conditional release are monitored 
and in compliance in accordance with the court order and department rules. 
 

ii. The Network Provider will ensure the committing court is immediately notified by phone 
and in writing of any deviations from the conditional release order.  The Network Provider 
will ensure the Forensic Specialist is copied on written correspondence to the court. 
 

iii. The Network Provider will maintain current copies of conditional release orders. 
 

(i) Resource Management - The Network Provider must facilitate the Forensic Specialists’ 
requirement to manage the residential treatment beds funded by community forensic dollars in 
the Southern Region.  
 

(j) Community Forensic Residential Services  

i. The Village South, Inc.: The Network Provider agrees to make available eight (8) 
residential beds in the Short Term Residential (SRT) Program, for eligible individuals on 
conditional release in need of forensic mental health services placed by the Forensic 
Team/ME pursuant to FRCrP 3.219(b), 3.217(b) and F.S. 916.17. The SRT provides 
intensive, short-term treatment to individuals who are temporarily in need of a structured 
therapeutic setting in a less restrictive but longer-stay alternative to acute hospitalization. 
It is agreed that during the term of this agreement, these beds must only be used for 
forensic individuals. The Network Provider agrees that the ME’s decision for placement is 
final and binding on all parties. The Network Provider must submit weekly census reports 
by the dates and times specified in Exhibit C, Required Reports, and to the individuals 
identified.  

ii. Passageway Residence of Dade County, Inc.: The Network Provider agrees to make 
available up to fourteen (14) residential beds  in both level II beds and in Room and Board 
with Supervision Level II for eligible individuals on conditional release from other circuits 
in need of forensic mental health services placed by the ME. Statewide admission to 
Passageway Residence of Dade County, Inc. is for individuals committed to the Florida 
Department of Children and Families, in accordance with the provisions of Florida 
Statutes Chapter 916, Forensic Services Act and released pursuant to FRCrP 3.219(b), 
3.217(b) and F.S. 916.17. It is agreed that during the term of this agreement these beds 
may only be used for forensic individuals. The Network Provider agrees that the ME’s 
decision for placement is final and binding on all parties. The Network Provider must 
submit weekly census reports by the dates and times specified in Exhibit C, Required 
Reports, and to the individuals identified.  
 

iii. Psychosocial Rehabilitation Center, Inc. d/b/a Fellowship House:  The Network Provider 
agrees to make available four (4) residential beds in both level II beds and in Room and 
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Board with Supervision Level II level 2  beds for eligible individuals on conditional release 
from other circuits in need of forensic mental health services placed by the ME pursuant 
to FRCrP 3.219(b), 3.217(b) and F.S. 916.17. It is agreed that during the term of this 
agreement, these beds may only be used for forensic individuals.  The Network Provider 
agrees that the ME’s decision for placement is final and binding on all parties. The 
Network Provider must submit weekly census reports by the dates and times specified in 
Exhibit C, Required Reports, and to the individuals identified.  
 

(k) Reporting Requirements: The Forensic Team at the Network Provider shall submit the following 
report on a quarterly basis for the preceding quarter. The due dates are as follows: October 10, 
January 10, April 10, August 5.  
 

i. Reporting Template 22 – Forensic Mental Health Services Report 
ii. Reporting Template 23 – Forensic Diversion Report 

iii. Reporting Template 33, Community Forensic Beds Report.  
 
 
The templates for the reports above are available at the following link:  

Managing Entities | Florida DCF (myflfamilies.com) 
 
Note: Click on FY25-26 ME Templates and click on Template 22, 23 AND 33. 

https://www.myflfamilies.com/services/substance-abuse-and-mental-health/samh-providers/managing-entities

